Digital technologies for learning

Findings from the NZCER national survey of primary and intermediate schools 2016

How are students using digital technologies for learning?
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Is digital technology being used in other ways?
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Students are also using technology to:
collaborate within school maintain a record of goals collaborate with people
on shared learning projects and learning achievements beyond the school
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Teachers agreed that digital technology:

helps students with additional or special
learning needs

has led them to experiment with new
approaches to teaching and learning

helps students go deeper into
their learning

gives students more control over their
own learning

helps students see connections between
school learning and their own lives

has contributed to a more collaborative
classroom environment

is enabling more positive involvement of
parents and whanau in students’ leaning

makKes it easier to see students’ strengths,

interests, and what they are capable of
Teachers also expressed some concerns, saying digital technology:

creates some difficulties because not
all students can access digital
technology at home

create new types of safety issues
that are concerning

pushes the working day further
into their own time

is too time-consuming for the
benefits gained

What do teachers and principals think What do principals and teachers
about digital technology in the curriculum? say about infrastructure and
support for teaching with digital

Some principals and teachers wrote a technologies?

comment about the inclusion of digital
technologies as a strand in the technology

. . Teachers say:
learning area of the curriculum.
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their school’s internet access is adequate and reliable.
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Necessary in today’s . q
world. (Teacher) they have good technical support to deal with problems

22% of teachers and 30% of principals commented that school equipment is adequate and reliable

on funding and infrastructure support.
% say they have the knowledge and
6 skills they need to provide learning

with digital technology

Of those who commented:

40% of teachers and 19% of principals made a
generally positive comment.

I think it's a great idea
and a really positive

move forward for NZ
education. (Principal)

Great idea, but how It is a strand whose
do you make it ongoing costs are
equitable and challenging to

achievable for ALL finance through the

schools, low or high budget. (Principal)
decile? (Teacher)

and 21% disagree

5 6 9 say their school has strong leadership

for the use of digital technologies

and 20% disagree

18% of teachers and 35% of principals questioned whether o/ saythat digital technology is available
digital technologies should sit within the technology 5 2 Yo 5Y gita gyis @

) ) A whenever their students need it for
learning area, or integrated across the curriculum. their learning

and 36% disagree

I feel digital technology is a tool to access all learning

areas of NZC. I do not believe it should sit within the
technology strand exclusively. (Principal)

I believe there are aspects of digital technology that
need to be taught as a separate strand but there are
also aspects that need to be integrated into other
curriculum areas. (Teacher)
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17% of teachers and 15% of principals commented say that their say thecostsof  say that their
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support teachers’ capabilities with digital technology. to support good technologies good quality

quality learning is a major issue learning with digital
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How do teachers use digital i' 9 7 Yo
technologies to support their own

work and professional learning? say they download resources
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say they collaborate with other ask teaching-related share teaching resources online
teachers within their school questions online

1617 » 51 0 50"

say they collaborate with contribute to online take part in online learning
teachers beyond their school discussions about teaching opportunities

Do teachers have their - Which online resources do teachers
own online professional - find useful or very useful for
learning networks (PLN)? ~ supporting their teaching?
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What is a PLN? PLN stands for Personal (or Professional) Learning Network. This usually involves an individual
creating their own “network” of educators and other people from whom they seek advice, ideas, resources, to support
their professional practice. PLNs can involve both online and offline relationships and communication, and often
includes social media platforms. For more on PLN see:
http://gifted.tki.org.nz/For-schools-and-teachers/Professional-learning-support/Professional-Learning-Networks
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What do parents and whanau say about Parents’ and whanau views on the

learning with digital technology? ~ importance of their child learning
- with digital technology at school

Parents and whanau expressed a range of views

46%
[Learning with digital technology 0

is] the way of the future
 36%
Technology is useful for learning
but I'm more interested in
developing emotional literacy
and relationship skills. 1 5 %
Yes our children need
technology, but I also feel that
learning basic math i.e. times
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table should be 'old school'.

High Medium Low Not sure
importance importance importance

What online information can parents and whanau access
about their child’s learning?
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60% 37% 4% 15% 13%

say they can access  say they can access say they can see say they can view say they can view

information about  online information work that their information about  assessment results
school events and about things the child wants to their child’s atten-
trips online child is doing in the share online dance or lateness

classroom (includ-
ing videos or blogs)

This information is from NZCER national survey of primary and

intermediate schools 2016. Read the full report here:
: > www.nzcer.org.nz/research/publications/digital-technologies-for-learning
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